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From Your Wine Steward 1 Gerry Hanley

Dear MERLOT Leadership Community,

Through individuals, groups, and institutions within MERLOT, we are

accomplishing so much because we are so many people working together

toward a common vision of putting educational innovations into practice. By
showcasing members and partners of MERLOTOGS
inspire ourselves and colleagues to join the effort and build our local

communities, linked to the global enterprise of educational success for all.

Thank you once again for all your contributions and leadership.
Cheers,

Gerry
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Feature Article

MICO8 i Save the Date 1 August 7-10, 2008!
Registration Open

Have you registered yet for MIC08? Your Project Director should have sent you
the code that you use to receive your complimentary registration as a member of
the Editori al Boar d. So, why doasénbte you go a
the change in days of the week for the MIC. Due to a number of requests, the
conference meets over the weekend. Therefore, our opening reception is now
on Thursday rather than Tuesday, and we end on Sunday rather than Friday.
Remember this when you are making your travel arrangements. Reservations at
the Hilton Minneapolis can be made by calling or reserving the room

online. Please see http://conference.merlot.orq/2008/hotelandtravel.html to
make your reservation at the conference rate of $155 per night. Rooms will
be held until July 1%,
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MIC Proposals

This year we had a record high number of proposals for the MIC. Thank you to
the 74 Reviewers who participated in the review process. We really appreciate
your help in evaluating proposals.

AUGUST 7-10 - 2008

The complete program should be on the website by the first
TMERLOT

week in May. We hope youo!l hfulbbagayee t hat
of interesting sessionséyouob6l |l have
ones to attend.

Our highlighted community is Education and includes
N Faculty Development, Library and Information Services, and
kil _ - Teacher Education. We were happy to see lots of
Row Chllengoe n the biita oe.PTESENtations in this track. Additionally, there is an
abundance of sessions that have to do with Web 2.0 tools,
Second Life, and new technologies. For the uninitiated; prepare to learn a lot.
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Program Preview i Keynote Speakers
As a preview of some of the exciting things to come, take a look at the Keynote
Speakers.

Dr. Darcy W. Hardy is Assistant Vice Chancellor for Academic
Affairs and Executive Director of the UT TeleCampus. The UT
TeleCampus serves as a portal for students and faculty from
University of Texas System institutions to access courses,
programs and virtually all services necessary for success when
teaching and learning online. The TeleCampus offers over 17
online programs and sees approximately 11,500 enroliments
annually.

Dr. Bernie Dodge is a Professor of Educational
Technology at San Diego State University where he
teaches courses in technology integration and educational
game design. He received his M.A. and Ph.D. in
Instructional Design from Syracuse University. He has
received two MERLOT Classics Awards in Teacher
Education.




Dr. Robbie Kendall-Melton is the Associate Vice

. Chancellor for Academic Affairs and Educational
Technology and the Tennessee Board of Regents'
Executive Director at the Renaissance Center (TBR). Her
' chief responsibilities include coordinating TBR's Regents
Online Degree Programs, Faculty-Staff Development in
Technology, Online Teaching and Learning Initiatives,
Technology Innovations, and System-wide Distance
Education.
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Program Preview i Preconference Workshops

As always, our preconference workshops occur the day before regular sessions
start. They also occur at the same time as the Leadership meeting. We definitely
want you at the Leadership meeting, but you might want to spread the word
about the great preconference sessions we have lined up. Special thanks go to
Jennie Dautermann, formerly of SUNY, who was responsible for this line-up:

A Crawl through Second Life: Enhancing Learner Engagement using
3D Virtual Worlds - 9:00AM - 4:00PM - Presented by: Jonathon Richter,
University of Oregon, and Sarah "Intellagirl Tully" Robbins, Ball State
University

ECON201: An Online "Video Game" College Course - 9:00AM -
12:00PM - Presented by: Jeffrey Sarbaum, University of North Carolina at
Greensboro

Understanding Web 2.0 Technologies: Using Wikis, Blogs, &
Podcasting - 9:00AM - 12:00PM - Presented by: Cris Guenter, California
State University, Chico

Moodle 101 - 9:00AM - 12:00PM - Presented by: Kurt Hochenauer,
University of Central Oklahoma

Creating Engaging Lessons and Reusable Learning Objects with
SoftChalk - 9:00AM - 12:00PM - Presented by: David Evans and Steve
Saltzberg, SoftChalk

Noyce Scholars & MERLOT: Helping Science & Math Teachers in
Training Success in High Need Schools - 9:00AM - 12:00PM
Presented by: Gerry Hanley, MERLOT, Ron Hughes, California State
University, Bakersfield, David Andrews, California State University, Fresno
MERLOT Librarian Workshop - 1:00PM - 4:00PM - Presented by: Peter
Nerzak, Director, Pellissippi State Technical Community College, Amy
Harris, University of North Carolina at Greensboro, and Lisa Baures,
Minnesota State University, Mankato

Faculty Development Workshop - More Than a Taste of MERLOT -
1:00PM - 4:00PM - Presented by: Laura Franklin, Northern Virginia



Community College, and Idana Hamilton, Southwest Virginia Community
College

« Creating and Using Brief Online Teaching and Learning Resources
1:00PM - 4:00PM - Presented by: Ray Purdom, University of North
Carolina at Greensboro, and Steve Gilbert, TLT Group

« Cool Tools for Learning and Online Teaching - 1:00PM - 4:00PM -
Presented by: John Prusch, Excelsior College

« How to Write Assignments that Work for a Variety of Learning Styles
and Multiple Intelligences - 1:00PM - 4:00PM - Presented by: Linda
Scharp and Steve Rowe, McGraw-Hill Learning Solutions

The Faculty Development Workshop, the Librarian Workshop, and the Noyce
Scholar Workshop are all free of charge. Our Higher Education Partners are
encouraged to send people from their institutions to these workshops.
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Preview T Leadership Community
The MERLOT Leadership Community, which consists of Project Directors,

Editors, Editorial Board Members, Peer Reviewers, and MERLOT Staff, will meet
beginning at 8:30 on Thursday. This meeting will consist of the following:

e Pedagogy Workshop i MERLOT has decided we want to focus a little
more on pedagogy. Our very own Ray Purdom, Editor of Faculty
Development, will lead us in a work shop that focuses on pedagogy

e State of MERLOT Address i Gerry Hanley, Executive Director of
MERLOT, will discuss our progress and plans.

e Editorial Board Meetings i We will have individual rooms in which each of
the Editorial Boards can meet together and discuss strategy and goals for
the next academic year.

The Opening Reception will follow all of that, so we have a very busy day
planned. Make sure your travel arrangements get you to Minneapolis
Wednesday so you can rest up before the big Leadership Day.
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Update on MERLOT Community

Jessica Somers Retires from USG

Jessica Somers, former Project Director for the
University System of Georgia, will be retiring at the end
of April. Jessica was one of the original participants in
the collaboration between Cal State, USG, Oklahoma
Board of Regents, and UNC Board of Regents that
started off what we currently know as the MERLOT
Collaborative. In recognition for her hard work on
MERLOT, Jessica received the 2004 MERLOT
Distinguished Service Award. She will be missed, as
she has been a great supporter of MERLOT, and even
more, a wonderful person. In case you want to drop her a note, her email (until
the end of April) is Jessica.Somers@usg.edu Good luck to you, Jessical
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Jenn Cummings Promoted

Many of you recognize this face as the always helpful
person behind the registration desk at the MIC. Jenn
Cummings works for Deb Smith at CONCENTRA
Conference Management Services. Both Jenn and Deb
are responsible for the smooth and seamless
arrangements at the MIC and other MERLOT meetings.
Jenn was recently promoted to Vice President of
CONCENTRA-CMS. This is quite an accomplishment, considering that she
worked for the company as a college intern in 2002. Working part-time for
CONCENTRA-CMS, the Hyatt, and Xilinx Corporation, Jenn still managed to go
to Metropolitan State College of Denver and graduate with a BA Degree in
Hospitality with a focus on meeting planning. She has also managed to pass her
Certified Meeting Professional (CMP) Exam. This designation is a two-part
process consisting of an application and a written examination. Of course, we
know she would have no problem passing, as she has a real passion for her
work and demonstrates that each year as she works to put together our program.
Congratul at i o npsoudoflyeuh n . Wedr e
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University of Michigan MERLOT Group Awarded Grant
A subgroup of the University of Michigan
MERLOT Community of Practice 2008-2009,
has been awarded a NINI (New
Initiatives/New Infrastructure) Grant for the
proposal "Enhancing Undergraduate
Education through the Deployment of Good
Learning Objects" from University of
Michigan's College of Literature, Science,
and Arts. The project will train graduate
students from large gateway courses in the
recognition, evaluation, collection,
implementation, and design of good online learning objects through a series of
workshops and guided tasks. The MERLOT site will be featured during training
workshops and tasks. (NOTE: The picture is some of the U of Michigan
attendees at the MICQ7).

A result of the two-year project will be the creation and integration of curriculum-
oriented collections of peer-reviewed learning objects and a cross-discipline
learning object collection to address common hurdles to learning into existing
undergraduate classes. The expected outcome is enhancement of education for
over 10,000 undergraduates due to the creative use of technology to improve
undergraduate education, including peer-to-peer learning.

The select group of faculty and staff carrying out the project are Lynne Crandall
(LSA Instructional Support Services), Brenda Gunderson (Statistics), Nancy
Konigsberg Kerner (Chemistry), and Brian Malley (Psychology). More information
about the grant proposal and the UM.MERLOT Community of Practice can be
obtained by contacting Victor Wong (vkw@umich.edu) or at
http://sitemaker.umich.edu/merlot.um.
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ACTFL Video Podcast Contest

MERLOT World Languages is
pleased to showcase the winners
of the first ACTFL Student Video
Podcast Contest on its portal
page. Students in elementary,
middle school, high school,
colleges and universities
submitted digital videos in
February that described why
language study was important to
them outside the classroom. The
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