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From Your Wine Steward ï Gerry Hanley 

  
Dear MERLOT Leadership Community, 
  
Thank you all for your contributions and participation in another outstanding 2007  MERLOT International 
Conference. Many heartfelt thanks to Diane Didier and her Louisiana Team for their wonderful hospitality 
and hard work in Jazzing MIC Up in New Orleans.  Ray Purdom and the MIC program team deserve a 
standing ovation for the high quality program ï the most frequent comment I receive about the MIC was 
the consistently excellent presentations.   The MIC is a real professional development program for all 
participants.  The MIC is a community effort and the outstanding quality of the MIC could have been 
achieved in no other way than by the MERLOT community. 
  
The MIC is also the watershed for continuously growing and adjusting MERLOT to the needs of the 
education community.  The powerful theme that emerged from the many conversations and presentations 
that I heard at MIC 2007 was breaking down of barriers between people who share a passion for 
improving peopleôs lives through education.  How do we make MERLOT a more multi-lingual community?  
How do we make MERLOT a more multi-disciplinary community?  How do we make MERLOT a 
community where usable technology serves quality pedagogy?  How do we make MERLOT a community 
where students and faculty both share and learn from their learning experiences?   Our job on the 
MERLOT Administrative Team is to listen to you and plan for making MERLOT better.  Without your 
voice, MERLOT could not continuously improve.  Thank you all for your thoughtful insights.   
  
As we start our 8

th
 year as a consortium,  Iôd like to thank you all for your time and talents that you 

dedicate to MERLOT and hope this next year brings you benefits that you have brought to the world of 
education through MERLOT. 
  
Cheers, 
Gerry 



 
- top ï 

 
Feature Article ï MIC07 

 
MERLOT International Conference a Succes s 
 
The 2007 MERLOT International Conference (MIC07) was held August 7-10 in New Orleans, LA.  There 
were over 400 registrants for the conference, coming from 12 countries, 37 states and 254 organizations. 
  Attendees were entertained, intrigued and educated by 170 presentations as well as our 3 spectacular 
keynote speakers.   

 
Bruce Chaloux, in the opening keynote, ñThe Coming of Age of Online Learning ï Now 
What,ò reviewed how online education has progressed and challenged us to speculate on 
how we will educate and communicate with todayôs toddlers.  To view the keynote address, 
go to https://admin.acrobat.com/_a48491121/p36743367/  

 
Our own Dave Megill  (MiraCosta College) and his identical twin, Don, in 
ñTeaching Blue,ò entertained us by tickling our creativity as we tried to 
ñimagineò tunes in our memories which they had created for us on their 
authentic Irish penny whistles.  This can be viewed at 
https://admin.acrobat.com/_a48491121/p15872139/  

 

On the last day of the conference, Barbara ñBeeò Dieu, from Brazil, introduced us to 
social networking, as she chatted with colleagues from around the world in real time 
by using Second Life and  another conferencing system.  This was a fascinating 
presentation and introduction to the virtual worlds becoming more and more popular. 
Take a look at https://admin.acrobat.com/_a48 491121/p67812527/  
 
 
 

 
 
Conference Program  
 

There were over 170 presentations at the conference and attendees kept busy 
going from session to session.  There was plenty of time to also visit poster 
sessions, Editorial Board tables, network with colleagues, and interact with 
sponsors at their booths in the Connections room.  Equally popular were the 
MERLOT ñDine-aroundsò in which small groups of people visited some of the 
more popular restaurants in New Orleans.   
 
There were a number of innovations this year that included 15 minute mini-
sessions, Learning Circles, and MERLOT Community breakfasts.  All of them 
provided opportunities to try something new.  Weôre currently waiting for the 

conference evaluations to determine whether they were successful or not.   
 
As we do every year, all presenters were asked to provide their PowerPoint presentations to us at the 
conference.  The presentations of those authors who did provide them have been uploaded to the 
conference website and are accessible by linking to them from the title of their presentations.  
Additionally, the keynote speakers were videotaped and the tapes are available in case you want to hear 
it again or were unable to attend.  The Program and links can be found at:  
http://conference.merlot.org/2007/ProgramGrid.htm  

https://admin.acrobat.com/_a48491121/p36743367/
https://admin.acrobat.com/_a48491121/p15872139/
https://admin.acrobat.com/_a48491121/p67812527/
http://conference.merlot.org/2007/ProgramGrid.htm


Community Awards  
 
Each year, MERLOT presents a number of Awards at the Awards Ceremony at the MIC.  These include 
Classics Awards, Editorsô Choice Awards, Volunteer of the Year Awards and Distinguished Service 
Awards. 
 
Distinguished Service  
 
The Distinguished Service Award is reserved as MERLOTôs highest honor. The recipient of this award 
exemplifies the vision that brings MERLOT members together to create the MERLOT Community.  
Individuals who receive this award have made many personal contributions to MERLOT and have 
demonstrated their dedication to MERLOT through serving as visionaries and leaders.  The recipients are 
selected by the previous winners with consultation from MERLOT management. 

 
The 2007 Distinguished Service award went to Bruce Mason (University of 
Oklahoma), Editor of the Physics Editorial Board.  Bruce is the PI for 
COMPADRE which is filling a stewardship role within the National Science 
Digital Library for the educational resources used by broad communities in 
physics and astronomy. COMPADRE is a partnership of the American 
Association of Physics Teachers (AAPT), the American Astronomical 
Society (AAS), the American Institute of Physics/Society of Physics 
Students (AIP/SPS), and the American Physical Society (APS).  

Additionally, Bruce was one of the original MERLOT ñLeadersò and also served as the Editorial Board 
representative on the MERLOT Advisory Board.  The award was a surprise for Bruce, but well-deserved! 
 
 
 
Volunteers of the Year  
 
The Volunteer of the Year Award honors the hard work and generous donation of 
our membersô time, energy and enthusiasm that they direct towards the growth 
and development of MERLOT. These individuals do not receive any support from 
our partners for completing these responsibilities.  We really rely on our Peer 
Reviewers to help expand the MERLOT collection and perform the Peer Review 
process.  These individuals are nominated by the Editorial Boards and then 
selected by our Project Directors. 
 
This year there were two awards.  As Associate Editor of Marketing, Michelle 
Kunz (Morehead State University)  is responsible for triaging all of the Marketing 
collection (which currently numbers 477 Learning Materials).  She is responsible for recruiting and 
supervising all Marketing volunteer Peer Reviewers, a group which currently numbers 22 people.  Most of 
these individuals have committed to completing 5 or more Peer Reviews per year.  This means that 
Michelle has to make close to 100 assignments of reviews, coordinate those reviews, and then 
consolidate them.  This past year, Michelle completed 27 Composite Reviews which were then posted to 

MERLOT. 
 
 Elizabeth Smith  (Southwest Virginia Community College) has a unique approach to 
peer review as she involves her students actively in the examination of each learning 
object she reviews in French and Spanish. They are then in a better position to judge 
quality of online learning materials, giving her valuable user perspectives to include in her 
peer review. Their testing also serves a pedagogical purpose in that they spend more 
time on task with the materials.  Elizabeth Smith has been a solid supporter of MERLOT 
and a great help to the World Languages Editorial Board. 

 
 
 



Exemplary Learning Materials  
 
This year, there were 13 Classics award winners selected by each Editorial Board.  Two of these then 
went on to be the Editorsô Choice awards.  Of the thirteen award recipients, ten were able to attend the 
MIC to receive their awards and do a presentation on their learning materials.  This is the highest 
percentage of Classics Award winners to ever attend the MIC.  All of the winners were introduced in the 
latest edition of the Grapevine which can be read at http://portals.merlot.org/grapevine/index.html  
 
 
MERLOT Community Service Project  

 
Being in New Orleans offered an unusual opportunity for the 
MERLOT Community to help with the reconstruction taking 
place.  We contacted the Recovery School District to find a 
project that we could assist with and over 40 conference 
participants came a day early to the MIC so they could 
participate in our work day on August 6

th
.  Working in two 

shifts, we were assigned to the John Dibert School which was 
due to open September 4

th
.  The classrooms and hallways 

were in need of paint, so we got to work taping and painting.  
Although we were not able to finish the second floor, we were 
assured that there would be volunteers to finish the job.   
 
There is a slide presentation on the activities that can be viewed 
at: http://www.photoshow.com/watch/SZ3eE 2Je 
 
Some of the participants brought books, book bags and other 
supplies for donation to the school.  Those who were unable to 
participate but would still like to donate can send these to: 
   
Wiley Ates (Principal) 
John Dibert Elementary School 
4217 Orleans Avenue 
New Orleans, LA 70119 
 
John Dibert classes started on Tuesday, September 4

th
.  You can see their activities on the school 

website (and maybe even see some of our painted doors): 
 
http://ed.uno.edu/Faculty/rspeaker/Dibert/DibertNet/About.html  
 
 
 

Feature Article - JOLT 
 

If youôve been part of the MERLOT Community for awhile, 
youôve undoubtedly heard about JOLT.  What is JOLT?  Is it 
ña carbonated soft drinkò ñtargeted towards students and 
young professionalsò that stresses ñits use as a stimulant in a 

similar manner to energy drinks?ò (Wikipedia). 
 
Hopefully you answered no to that question.  JOLT is an acronym for Journal of 
Online Learning and Teaching, an online publication that addresses the scholarly 
use of multimedia resources in education.  The journal was dreamed up over a cup 
of coffee by Tracy Penny Light  (CLOE) and Ed Perry (University of Memphis) who 

wanted to leverage their connections with the MERLOT Community to create an online journal.  The first 

http://portals.merlot.org/grapevine/index.html
http://www.photoshow.com/watch/SZ3eE2Je
http://ed.uno.edu/Faculty/rspeaker/Dibert/DibertNet/About.html

